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5TH September. At the start of a 

new Methodist year, please pray 

for all of us within the circuit that 

we may be joined in our common 

faith and love of our Lord. Pray for 

Rev Martin Ramsden and Grove 

Hill. 

12th September. Please pray today 

for the Circuit meeting and for the 

representatives of our churches at 

this important meeting. Pray for 

Rev Sue Greenwood and 

Nunthorpe  

19th September. Please pray for 

the members of our Circuit 

Leadership team as they seek to 

formulate policies and plans for 

our work in this area. Pray for Rev 

Rosemary Nash and Trinity.  

26th September. Please pray today 

for all Local Preachers, especially 

for those in training and for their 

trainers. Pray for Rev Huw Sperring 

and Normanby  

3rd October. Pray today for all 

Harvest Festival celebrations that 

we might rejoice in all good gifts 

around us. Pray for Rev Lawrence 

L a w  a n d  t h e  C h i n e s e 

congregations.  

10th October. Pray today for all 

new to our faith, and for those 

who will welcome them and 

nurture them. Pray for Deacon 

Jane Gibson and Ormesby  

17th October. Pray today for all 

who are ill in body, mind or spirit 

those in hospital and those at 

home and for those who care for 

them. Pray for Rev Sarah Ramsden 

and Linthorpe Road.  

24th October. Pray today for our 

work and our relationships with 

other denominations in our areas, 

that together we may find many 

common goals and concerns. 

Pray for  Rev Len Karn and 

Stainton  

31st October. Pray today for all 

who work with children and young 

people in our areas. Pray for Matt 

Conant and Hayley Liversidge 

and Eston Grange.  

7th November. Pray today for the 

various teams working in our 

Circuit as they seek to enhance 

our discipleship. Pray for Linda 

Harkins and Avenue.  

14th November. On this 

Remembrance Sunday we pray 

for peace and for peacemakers 

and remember with love and 

gratitude all who have given their 

lives and continue to make the 

ultimate sacrifice in the cause of 

peace. Pray for Julie and Elaine in 

their important work in our Circuit 

Pray for Marton.  

21st November. Pray today for the 

work of Action for Children and 

Live at Home.  

28th November. Pray on this first 

Sunday in Advent for all of us as 

we seek to think again of this 

special season of our Christian 

year, as we grow in preparation 

and expectancy for the coming 

of Godõs Kingdom. Pray for Rev 

Ruth Gee and the Darlington 

District.  

P R A  Y  E  R    D  I  A  R  Y  
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When you read this Memo 

it will be the start of our new 

Methodist year, with all the 

excitement of new 

challenges and initiatives in 

doing Godõs work. When 

we read through the 

articles for this Memo we 

were amazed by the 

amount of great work 

being done in this Circuit. 

There are  many ways in 

which churches are 

developing new ideas to 

enhance their worship their 

outreach and their social 

activities.  

It is also good to read of 

the work of the various 

teams around the Circuit 

working towards extending 

outreach to different 

groups in our communities.  

It is easy to sit in our own 

churches and maybe we 

are all guilty of criticising 

what is going on, looking 

back to ôbetter daysõ 

I would suggest that when 

you read this Memo you will 

feel a sense of optimism 

and a certainty that the 

good days are indeed with 

us now and not just a thing 

of the past. So a big thank 

you to all of you for sharing 

your news with us. The next 

Memo is the Christmas and 

New Year edition, please 

send us details of all your 

events and news to the 

Circuit office by November 

5th. We do need help on 

collation days and the next 

one will be at Nunthorpe at 

0930 on November 23rd, 

please come along if you 

can and you can collect 

your Memos at the same 

time.  

Thank you and Best wishes 

from Dave Elliott on behalf 

of Jim Neesam and Bill 

Teasdale the Editorial 

Team.  
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Avenue The Avenue, Linthorpe TS5 6PA 

Eston Grange Corner of Churchill Road and Fabian Road TS6 9PP 

Grove Hill 422 Marton Road  TS4 2PT (entrance on Farndale Rd) 

Linthorpe Road 54 Borough Road TS1 2JH 

Marton The Grove, Marton TS7 8AB 

Normanby Corner of Cleveland Street and Patten Street TS6 0LW 

Nunthorpe Corner of Connaught Road and Marton Moor Road    
TS7  0BP 

Ormesby Corner of Pritchett Road and High Street, Ormesby    
TS3 0NQ 

Stainton Meldyke Lane TS8 9AU 

Trinity Stainsby Road, off Acklam Road TS5 4JS 

C H URCH   A DD R ESSES  
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DEADLINE FOR NEXT EDITION  
OF MEMO  

 All material should be with the Circuit Office  (or the 
Editors) by 5th November 

 

 COLLATION OF MEMO  
Will take place at the Circuit Office on  

23rd November from 9.30 am.     
 
 

Come along and help - 
refreshments provided,  good conversations 

had!  Thank you.  

lunch out? 
 

The arrangements could be sorted later, but we need to know 

if there are people who would like to be a part of such a group. 

It is not intended to be something which 

people go to because they feel they 

should , and there may not be a call for 

it, but it is something I have been thinking 

about since I have spent Sundays alone, and wonder if others 

feel the same? If you might be  interested give me a ring 

( 2 89481 ) or email me ( j.b.chapman@virginmedia.com )  

before the end of September, and we will see what we can 

sort out. 

Julie Chapman 
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Dear Friends, 
 

Perhaps itôs a sign that I am getting older, but doesnôt time seem to be flying 

past! 

 

Here we are at the start of another Connexional year, ready to embrace all 

the joys and challenges that this year will undoubtedly bring. Itôs a time of 

new beginnings and fresh starts, and not just for the churches, but for many 

of our people too. 
 

Some of our children may be starting school and as parents we have to ñlet 

them goò Some will be returning to school, but face the prospect of getting 

to know a different teacher. Others will be moving to a new school and 

feeling a mixture of excitement and apprehension. Big changes in young 

lives. Several of our young people are setting off to university and a new 

adventure in life, whilst their parents come to terms with a quiet house! 
 

Itôs also a time of change for many people in their working lives, for some 

this year brings the journey to retirement whilst others are unsure what the 

future brings. 
 

My point? Well itôs this. Change, moving on, new experiences are a part of 

life that we cannot avoid, even though most of us would prefer to (me 

included). Things never stay the same no matter how much we wish it may 

be so. But throughout all of these changes, the love of God remains constant 

and sure ï and his promise remains the same ñI am with youò. Whatever is 

happening in our lives Godôs answer to all of our questions is constant 

 ñI AM WITH YOUò 
 

I have recently come across a wonderful song from an album by the 

Christian singer Robin Mark and itôs called ñAll is wellò. Here are a few of 

the words of the song which I offer to you, to encourage you in the year that 

is to come. 
 

Every Blessing: Rosemary. 

 

  All is well with my soul    

He is God in control 

I know not all His plans 

But I know I'm in His hands. 
 
All Is Well, Johnny Parks and Claire Hamilton Â© 2009 Integrity Worship Music/
ASCAP 

The Superintendentôs Letter 

mailto:j.b.chapman@virginmedia.com
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NORMANBY 
Once again we send Greetings from Normanby and hope 
you have all enjoyed the summer months whether 
sweltering in the heat or rusting in the rain!. 
Our monthly coffee mornings continue to flourish though 
this last quarter we have held various ones for other 
causes. 
The Hospice, Action for Children, The Gardening Club 
Produce Show and Ova the Rainbow. 
 

Our World Cup games evening was enjoyed by 
all who attended as was the "Play your Card 
Right" evening. At both of these we welcomed 
friends from other churches. Thanks to all who 
organised and attended these social evenings. 
 

Many times we tell of the events in each of our 
churches but this year we held something rather special 
when we joined with the Circuit to enjoy a Fun Day at 
Stewart Park. Thanks to Fresh Expressions and the 
committee from the various churches who planned and 
organised this event. It was a fabulous day, even the 
weather co-operated! It showed what we can do when we 
work with and for one another - a truly Church Family 
celebration. 
 

 On 17th July, our History Group once again attracted many 
people who came to reminisce over past times at 
Normanby, enjoying a nostalgic free bus ride in a 1949 
United bus which took us from Normanby up to Eston 
Square and back to Ormesby roundabout (part of the 63 
route) and people thronged the street to watch the Dakota 
fly over our church. We met up with many old friends there, 
it was almost a Youth Club Reunion! Thanks to our 
Property Steward, Tom Towers, and the History group who 
worked hard to arrange all this. 
 

We joined with friends from Ormesby and Eston Grange for 
our annual Church Outing on Sunday 18.7.10, this time 
treading the cobbles of Haworth before travelling on to 
Deacon Jane's Home church at Lepton where we were fed 
both physically and spiritually. 
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ôFamily Sunday Lunchõ 
 

Many people will, like me, remember when Sunday was set 

aside as a special day, and Sunday lunch was 

a time for the whole family to sit down to-

gether and eat a roast dinner. Some people 

still follow that tradition  joint in the oven and veg prepared 

before church, then home after the service to a lovely smell, 

in time to set the table and all sit down together. 
 

But this is not an article about nostalgia  if 

only it was still like it used to be ! Rather that I 

wonder if there are people around the Circuit 

who still set Sunday aside as a special day, but 

don t have anyone to sit down for Sunday lunch with, and 

either eat it alone, or, like me, don t even bother to cook it? 
 

We often talk about the Church Family   and that  

doesn t just mean our individual church. As a Circuit we are 

a family, so are there people who would like to have  

occasional Sunday lunches with other members of that  

family? Perhaps we could split into groups of about 4 people 

each month, and one person cook for the other 3  then the 

next month make up a different group of 4, and a different 

person cook? We could arrange the groups so transport 

can be sorted, and perhaps occasionally all meet together for 
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Property and Policies Team August 2010 
 
 

Property Matters 
 

We have obtained a report from a specialist company on improving 

the thermal values and reducing heat loss on the manses. This has 

identified where the levels of roof and cavity wall insulation could be 

improved and this work is being carried out.  

Regular maintenance continues to the manses including obtaining 

landlord certificates for the gas installations and servicing of the  

intruder alarms. 

 

The committee continues to advise on property issues in the churches 

and will soon issue a list of contractors recommended by church 

property stewards. 

 

The annual property schedules have been issued to the churches for 

completion during the summer and the finance schedules for 

completion after 31st August 2010 

 

Policies 
 

Members of the Circuit Young Peoples Working group have been  

e-mailed a copy of Worth Doing Well. The booklet provides advice 

and guidance on numerous issues including forms and policies for 

use in the churches. To make it user friendly, bullet points from the 

booklet are to be distributed throughout the Circuit. 

 

The team are also looking at producing a summary of the data 

protection act for use by the churches. 

 

The Methodist Church website has numerous documents and advice 

which churches can access on http://www.methodist.org.uk/ 

 

If anyone requires any advice, please contact Bernard Nixon on  

814659 or bernard.nixon@ntlworld.com 
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At the time of writing, we are looking forward to the Holiday Club 
event "Come to the Circus". 
A warm invitation is issued to you to come and enjoy an evening of 
fellowship, good food. fun and a ride on the Great North Yorkshire 
Railway on 17th September 2010 at 7.00pm. 

 

Our Harvest services will be led by Rev Alan Stears, 
and followed by a Harvest Supper where we will be 
inspired and entertained by the Salvation Army ladies. 
 

We will welcome back old friends during October and 
November ; Alison Stacey Chapman for our Overseas Missions 
Sunday;  Rev Kathryn Stephens to lead our Church Anniversary 
services in November and Mrs Mollie Locke will help us celebrate the 
50th anniversary of the Wives Club at the Wives Weekend. 
 

Then during Advent we will prepare to welcome our Lord into the 
stable at Bethlehem; Though there was no room for Him at the Inn, I 
know that we will have room for Him in our hearts, not only at 
Christmas but always and everywhere. 
 

As Tiny Tim says in "A Christmas Carol"  
"God bless us, every one!" 

 

Celia Shires  

 

GROVE HILL 
As Martin`s sabbatical is in it`s final stages, we hope he has 
accomplished all he wanted to, and we realise how many things have 
happened in his absence. 
 

On June 13th after the morning service we joined in the 
marriage of one of our church members Angela 
Beadnall to Christopher Wall. A lovely church family 
occasion, conducted by the Rev. Rosemary Nash. 
 

July 9th saw us with an overflowing church building for the 
funeral service of one of our dedicated church members Peter Darby. 
I myself  have  only known him for about 12 yearsðbut many at 
Grove Hill have known him since his youth. A lovely man, very 
sincere in his Christian living. He is now at rest after battling with 
cancer for 2 years and is reunited with his young son Andrew who 
died many years ago. 

http://www.methodist.org.uk/
mailto:bernard.nixon@ntlworld.com
http://www.ballardschool.co.uk/cw2/Assets/product_thumb/harvestfest_sm.gif
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NEWS FROM THE CHURCHES - CONTINUED 

Our thoughts and prayers are with his wife Anne, daughter Jane and 
her family. Her two grand-daughters Emma and Becky are very 
active in church, and we want them all to know we will give them all 
the support we can in the days to come. 
 

Peter wished for family flowers only-with donations to our 
Development Fund instead. At the moment this looks like reaching 
£1,000 What more can I say! Our thanks go to Dave Elliott who 
conducted a wonderful service. 
 

July 28th was certainly another day to remember! Our church, 
together with Erimus Housing, Middlesbrough Council, and 
Beechwood Community Council, organised a Fun Day in our 
premises. 
 

It certainly was one of our best community events with (HONESTLY!)  
hundreds of people partaking of the bouncy castle, climbing wall, and 
face painting to name just a few things. There were quite a few stalls, 
and indoors  entertainment was provided by Irish dancers and a 
magician. 
 

Bacon butties and hot dogs were served at remarkably 
reasonable prices. 
 

We really opened our doors to the local communityðand they 
responded. 
 

At the end of the day, tired but happy we realised our share of the 
profit was Ã702 for our Development Fund. Following this ñPractice 
runò next July`s similar event will be even better. 
 

We are pleased to welcome the Lutheran church into our building for 
a service once a month. 
 

Our fund-raising goes on, and it is encouraging once a month to be 
told how well we are doing. 
 

Stockton Male Voice Choir will be performing here on 
Saturday October 9th at 7pm. Tickets cost £3 (including 
light refreshments) and will be available from Dave 

Elliott. 
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war?ò  l had to confess that l was younger than 
they were when it started, so l took no active 

part in it. But l did have vivid childhood 
memories of some of the events and their 
effect. That also was a spur to start writing 

some of it down.  
 

Early memories are coloured by the 'wide -  eyed, soaking up 

of the sights, sounds and smells by the pristine receptors of 
childhood senses new to the unfolding world around them.  

The impressions made are often vivid and indelible, and for 
many of us unrepeatable. Sadly as we grow up the senses 
often become dulled by familiarity, over -exposure or 

caution.  
 

For that reason revisiting childhood scenes can often be 
disappointing, even if changes have not taken place, to 
distort what we see from what we remember.  

When my eldest daughter, Ruth was a little girl she woke 
up one morning to tell us that she had been looking at 

pictures on her pillow. Her way of saying that she had been 
dreaming.  
 

Reminiscences are rather like dreams. They often float up 
into consciousness or break the surface with some energy 
when triggered by something our senses bring to our 

attention. The fragment of a song -  a particular smell -  an 
object an image. They take us back to a world which 

because it is couched in memory, is now more dream - like 
than real.  
 

So óPictures on my Pillowô is a 
description of what is now an inner 
world of dream - like memories some of 

which will see the light of day in the 
months to come.     

                
                                                                                          

                               Len Karn  
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 Pictures on my Pillow .  
 

I have never kept a regular diary. I wish I 
had. But in 2002 I decided to write down what 
I could remember of my own story; l relied on 

my memory, on conversations with childhood 
friends  including my sister and on scraps of 

paper and diaries that contained jottings, observations and 
reflections.  
 

l had some old letters and the inevitable faded photographs. 
Some inscriptions on school prizes and the like.  
 

What prompted me to pull it all together and add my 
contemporary reflections was a combination of things.  
 

My late uncle Harry had completed a book of childhood 
reminiscences in his ninety - first year. Some of it covered 
bits of my own story and we explored many facets of it in 

regular conversations during the last seventeen years of his 
life.  

 
l wanted to continue the story he had begun.  
 

l also wanted to start earlier than he had whilst 
contemporaries were still alive and memories, theirs and 
mine, were still functioning. As it was l missed the 

availability of my own parents who had already died before l 
felt the urge to begin. And early on in the process one of my 

childhood friends, a couple of years younger than l, also 
died.  
 

There is too, a vague sense of exploring what a friend 

recently described as the óanchorô influences from which our 
characters have developed. So it is also about  ómeaningô. 

Why l am the person l have become.  
 

During May 2002 whilst visiting two of my grandchildren l 

discovered they were doing a school project on World War I. 
ñGrandadò l was asked. ñWhat were you doing during the 
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The Ladies Fellowship is organising a concert on 
Wednesday November 3

rd
 with entertainment by South Bank 

Brass Band. 
There will be tea and biscuits available, and tickets priced 
£3 will be available from Joan Bennison, Denise Gibson and 
myself. 
 

As usual we plan to hold an Autumn Fair on November 13th  
11am-2.00pm.   
 
P.S. Once again we will be participating in the Evening Gazetteôs Wish 
Token collection programme starting in September, if you have any 
spare tokens please send them to myself. 
                Cynthia Brennan  

 

NUNTHOPRE 
Worship Leaders  
The Nunthorpe worship leaders conducted their last service. Although 
down to three members in recent years, following Ruthôs calling to 
become a local preacher and Oliveôs retirement, Dorothy, Hazel and 
Mavis have now, after much discussion, prayer and reflection, decided 
they wish to relinquish responsibility for complete church 
services.  However, each is willing to continue as a Worship Leader in 
a supporting role. 
 
All the church family give thanks for their ministry, inspirational 
services and invaluable contribution over the last eight years. 
 
Scratch Messiah  
In connection with our Golden Year 2011 Celebrations, we are 
arranging a "scratch" Messiah in our church on Saturday 26th March 

2011. Scratch in this case means an unrehearsed 
performance for the enjoyment of the performers. 
Anyone who enjoys singing and who has sung this 

magnificent work by Handel before is welcome. The 
conductor will be John Forsyth currently conductor of 

the renowned Tees Valley Youth Choir and the 
Cleveland Philharmonic Choir. A small orchestra lead by 
Christopher Haigh will accompany the singers. As this 

cannot happen without a large number of singers especially 
men, we will be dependent on members of other choirs in the area to 
support us. 
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NEWS FROM THE CHURCHES -  CONTINUED  

One of the reasons for this early notification is to make sure all the 
choral groups in the area "claim" the date. We would ask that anyone 
in the circuit who has connections with other choirs and choral 
groups to make the date known amongst their members. It promises 
to be an exciting event.  
 
Further details from Beryl Lindley (Tel 01642-714224) 

John Parratt  

 
LINTHORPE ROAD 
We have held several fund raising and social events in the past few 
months. The Mosaic choir presented An Evening of Song on  
Saturday, July 10th which was well received by a good attendance of 
people. Thanks to the friends from around the circuit who gave their 
support.  
 
On July 31st we had our annual Afternoon Tea at the home of Shirley 
Harrison which, as always, was most enjoyable. Thanks to Shirley 
and the committee of people who arrange the Fund Raising and  
Social Events programme. 
 
On Monday 6th September at 2pm we are holding a Social Event with 
Afternoon Tea to celebrate the Methodist New Year. 
 
Our Christmas Adventure is arranged for Saturday 4th December 
2010 at 11am to1pm.  Further information can be obtained from 
Shirley Teasdale Tel. 01642 885880. 
 
Our thanks go to Rev Rosemary Nash who has assisted in ólooking 
after the shopô whilst Rev Martin Ramsden has been on sabbatical. 
 
Our Thursday Service 12.10pm to 12.30pm continues week by week 
and we thank all who come along and give of their time and talents in 
conducting this time of worship. If you are in town on a Thursday 
morning please call in to see us we would be delighted to see you. 
 
To all the friends around the circuit and beyond we hope you all have 
had a lovely summer. Best wishes and may God Bless you in all of 
your endeavours. 

Bill Teasdale 
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We are planning an óOpen Nightô soon, so look out for the date if you 

would like to come down to see what goes on ï no obligation, but you 

might want to volunteer! 

 

 We are in the process of setting up a more rigorous Management Com-

mittee, so if you feel you have something to offer to that, please get in 

touch. If you are out in town at night and you see an Angel, go and have 

a word with them! If you use Facebook, join the Boro Angels group! 

And for those who donôt go into town at night, and donôt use Facebook, 

please pray for the Project. 

 

 
 

 

AT STAINTON  
Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord!  

Let the people rejoice! 
 

O ver 100 people did exactly that on the afternoon  of 

Sunday, August 8th.  Our prayers were answered and 

it didnôt rain as we gathered together outside the Memorial 

Hall.  Our  minister, Sue welcomed all the villagers and 

many friends from churches around the circuit who had 

come to join us.  I am sure there were also a few other 

people who were listening through open windows.  It was 

a wonderful celebration made more momentous by the 12 

members of Lockwood Brass, who played so brilliantly the 

ten hymns we sang, and to who we say a big thank you.   
 

After the service there was a welcome cup of tea or coffee 

in the hall and judging by all the singing I think everyone 

was ready for it.  Lets hope we can repeat such a joyous 

event sometime in the future. 
CLAIRE TATE  
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Boro Angels  
The Boro Angels have now been operating for 7 months, and are going 

from strength to strength! They now have a base on Corporation Road, 

where they can take people back for a drink, somewhere safe to sit, and 

someone to talk to. The number of volunteers is growing ï mainly from 

the churches, but also from other faiths or none, but we still only have 1 

Methodist (and itôs not me!). 

 

And what have they done? Here are a few examples: 

 

 Phoned parents (from as far away as Ferryhill!) on 

behalf of young people who are in distress, or have no 

money to get home; 

 Dealt with people who are so ill from drinking that the taxis wonôt 

take them, but not ill enough for an ambulance to take them; 

 Provided countless pairs of flip-flops to women who canôt walk in 

their shoes at the end of the night and are walking barefoot; 

 Picked up glass and bottles from pavements and  roads; 

 Handed out lollies ï it creates a friendly atmosphere and helps to 

diffuse potentially stormy situations; 

 Radioed the paramedics to deal with various  

 incidents, or alerted the police when necessary; 

 Provided óspace blanketsô for warmth; 

 Dealt with minor cuts and grazes where appropriate. 

 

In a nutshell, the Angels deal with situations which do not require the 

police or paramedics, and they are now being called by door-staff and 

the police if there is something which they could help with. In the 7 

months, they have not had to deal with any aggression or abuse aimed at 

them ï they have been warmly welcomed.  

 

You may think that the Town Centre should not be as it is on Friday or 

Saturday nights, that people should not be drinking so much, or that this 

sort of service should be provided by the police or Local Council. I 

donôt intend to go into that here, but we are all now aware of the óBig 

Societyô Agenda of the new Government, although we have yet to see 

how it will work out in practice. But it seems to me that Boro Angels is 

one example of the óBig Societyô in practice. 
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óTHE YOUNG FISHERSô 
 

óThe Young Fishersô is a novel about four young 

people who live in the first century A.D. and who 

witness the events of Easter and  

Pentecost, which brings them to faith in Jesus 

Christ.  The character of Mark is based on John Mark, whose mother 

owned the Upper Room in Jerusalem, and who is believed to be the 

author of the  

Gospel.  Rhoda is the maid who lived there, Daniel and Izzy are  

fictitious characters who have become very real to me as the story 

developed.  I have tried to remain true to the accounts in the Gospels 

and Acts of the Apostles while still using my imagination to describe 

what might have happened to the people who appear only once in the 

Bible text. 

 

I wrote the book primarily for the teenage market because it troubles 

me that many young people seem to be missing out on Christian 

teaching.  Friends who have read it assure me it is suitable for older 

readers who donôt want a heavy theological book.  I hope this lighter 

reading will help people to understand a little more of the faith which 

the Early Church proclaimed in a time of great danger. 

 

If you want more information contact Marion on 01642 314404 or  

marionmarshall@ntlworld.com  

ESTON GRANGE 

The Harvest Festival will be on Sunday 10th October, 

9.30am and 6.15pm.  Mr & Mrs Bob Rogers of Guis-

borough will be the preachers. This year we are hav-

ing a Harvest Tea  at 4.00pm. 

 

On Sunday 28th November at 4.00pm the  Women's Wednesday 

Club are presenting Roger Jonesôs Musical óA Grain of Mustard 

Seedô. 

Stewards 
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O kay, so weõve changed our name a few times, but the main reason was to stop people thinking they were too old, or too young to 

join us.   We didnõt want the group to sound too church like, but more 

inclusive.  Reports from around the circuit say that some individual 

churches donõt have anyone who would be interested in our group.  

What we would like to say is that we really try and do something for 

everyone and we do mean EVERYONE! 
 

The main idea of the group is to have fun and fellowship together, but 

not in a Church building.  We have welcomed people into our group that 

have never set foot in a Church before, and they come regularly, shar -

ing their exciting news or problems and concerns.  How many churches 

can say they have done that?  
 

Perhaps we need to think carefully about that point.  Recently the 

Circuit had a consultation morning, regarding the involvement of young 

people in our Churches, because we need to face the fact that we are 

not attracting younger people into our Churches.   
 

The regular group members want to welcome new people to come along.  

Weõre not really sure why people donõt seem to join us.  We really have 

a great time when we get together.   
 

Our regular members are aged between 3 and 69.  They are: Alice 8, 

Katie 12, Liz 41, Brian 40, Jack 3, Huw 45, Helen 17, Ian 49, Keith 39, 

Brian 58, Jayne 48, Margaret 48, Brenda 69, Joy  50, Peter 53, Andrew 

8, Richard 12, Bev 51, Kev 44, Adel 27 and Matty23.  
 

So thatõs a pretty wide age ranging group (and yes they all agreed to 

have their ages included!)  
 

The say laughter is the best remedy and we really do laugh.  We are all 

from different churches around the circuit and some people might only  

come to the occasional event, others come to everything! We have fun, 

lots or fun, great friendship and more importantly we support each 

other when we have problems.   
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PETER DARBY.  
I am sad to have to record the death of a very dear friend of mine and of Grove Hill 

Methodist church. 
 

Peter died after a long illness last month. He was brave throughout and his strong 

faith helped him and was an inspiration to his family and to his friends.  
 

Peter was a life long Methodist, starting out at Linthorpe Road, but soon joining 

Grove Hill where at the age of fifteen he was enrolled as a trainee Sunday School 

teacher. He also ran a Senior Youth Club for a number of years. He continued to 

serve the Sunday School faithfully right up to the end of his life. I was privileged to 

work with him for many years and he was truly inspirational in his teaching and his 

love of his Lord, which he passed on to generations of children. Peter worked long 

hours firstly with his own removal business and then with his taxi business, but he 

rarely missed a Sunday and if he did it was because of family holidays.  
 

He knew his Bible and his wonderful way of telling stories gained the interest of 

young and not so young through his input to Sunday worship and to the Family 

Services. He was always concerned when children had not been to church for a 

while and he would make a point of calling at their homes to show they were 

missed.  
 

In his life Peter witnessed to his faith, he would keep the Palm Cross on the dash 

board of his taxi and this would attract all kinds of comments and would encourage 

all kinds of conversations.  
 

He was also a special friend over thirty some years and this is a very special gift I 

have been lucky to have.  
 

Peterôs grand daughters continue to be regular members of our Sunday School and 

this was a cause of great joy and pride to him.  
 

Please remember his widow Anne and daughter Jane, his  

granddaughters and his family, in your prayers. 

Dave Elliott 

REV FRANK HOWATT  
 
 

It is with regret that we have to inform you of the death of Rev Frank Howatt on 

3rd August 2010. He was a supernumerary in the Lanchester Circuit and had been 

based at Witton Gilbert. 
 

 Frank was stationed in this circuit during the 1990s with responsibility for Grove 

Hill and Central churches. Please remember in your prayers his wife Maureen, son 

Stephen, and his now very elderly mother. Many people will recall the Maundy 

Thursday services and the May Day Open Air services at Gribdale that several 

churches shared in and led by Frank. 
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HAVE TAXI: WILL TRAVEL 
 

On an extremely hot and sunny day  four of us from Normanby and two 
from Eston Grange  accompanied our Minister Rev Huw Sperring  to 
Southampton to support Rev Lawrence Law at his ordination. 

 
Oggy's Taxis supplied our transport, with a very obliging 
driver, Colin ( or Oggy).  
 

We were welcomed and shown into a lovely church, fairly cool at that time;  
Some of us wondered if it had been an Anglican Church at one time, but 
evidently it was built 80 years ago for this congregation of over 200 people, 
St James' Methodist Church at which our own John Sigsworth was  
Minister between 1990-2000!(John went into the Ministry from Normanby 
Church.) 
 
People soon filled up the pews, and some of us saw folks we knew from the 
past; the Chair of our District, Rev Ruth Gee, sat behind us, and Rev Martin 
Ramsden joined us in our pew. As the place filled, the heat began to build 
up, but the local church had provided bottles of water at various places for 
our use. 
 
There were 5 ordinands, a Zimbabwean woman, our  
Chinese Colleague Lawrence, and three others. The 
service was, as usual, very moving, with an inspiring 
sermon from Ms Ruby Beech, an ex-Vice President of 
Conference, and Rev Martyn Atkins, an ex-President of Conference led the 
service.  
 
When we came to the response. "They are worthy" we may have rattled the 
rafters, but at least the roof stayed on. We all shared in communion, I took 
mine from a member of the Irish Methodist Church and someone who 
looked to be Chinese. At the end of the service, a group of Zimbabweans 
sang and danced in praise of Jesus. 
 
Thanks to Keith Johnson who organised the trip and to Oggy's Taxis for a 
safe journey. 
 
We pray that God will bless Rev Lawrence Law and his ministry to the 
Chinese Congregations here and in Newcastle. 

Celia Shires 
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FRESH EXPRESSIONS DIARY  

Bible Studies 
Wednesday  15th September,  

20th October &  17th November   
24 Cleveland Close, 
Ormesby at 8.00pm 

           contact Huw 
 

Pub Quiz  
General Knowledge 

The Apple Tree,  Marton Manor 
7th September, 5th October 

 2nd November  &  7th December 
 

Fireworks Party 
At Jayne and Ianôs 

Saturday 6th November, 6.00pm 
Cost 2.50 adults and  

£1.50 Children 
Fireworks, food and drinks  

Provided 

 Ten Pin Bowling &  

Frankie and 

Bennyôs 
Saturday  

13th November at 6.00pm 
Numbers to Jayne by  

25th October 
 

Planning Meeting 
Liz & Brianôs House 

Monday 15th November, 8.00pm 

 
Christmas Party Night 
Blue Bell Hotel, Acklam 
 Friday 3rd December 

Numbers to Liz by  
15th September 

 

 Contact Details 
Events: Liz Milburn on 01642 592238 or 07752 503196  

liz.milburn@gmail.com 

 Ian & Jayne Brady on 01642 657260  brady.mail@ntlworld.com 

Jayne 01642 657260 

Bible Studies: Rev Huw Sperring 01642 515522  

huw.sperring@btinternet.com 
  

We urge you to give us a try, whether it is for one of our trips out, 

the bible studies or the pub quiz which we enjoy participating in.  

Mostly we will end up somewhere to eat together.  Jesus shared food 

with friends; we like to do the same.  
 

Liz (on behalf of the Fresh Expressions group)  
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