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6th June; We pray today for the 

work of this Circuit and the many 

projects and initiatives which 

enhance our Mission. Pray for Rev 

Martin Ramsden and Grove Hill.  

13th June. We pray for children 

and young people involved in 

important exams at this time of 

the year, and for their families as 

they support them. Pray for Rev 

Hugh Sperring and Normanby  

20th June; We pray for the work of 

all those people involved with 

children and young people in our 

churches. Pray for Rev Rosemary 

Nash and Avenue  

27th June; We pray for all our 

preachers and Worship Leaders, 

and especially for those who are 

training at this time. Pray for Rev 

Laurence Law as he looks 

forward to his Ordination service 

today and for Marton.  

4th July; We pray for all who are ill 

at this time in body, mind or spirit 

and for those who care for them. 

Pray for Rev Sarah Ramsden and 

Eston Grange.  

11th July; We pray for those 

involved in working with Asylum 

Seekers and others who may feel 

they are outcasts in our 

communities. Pray for Linda 

Harkins and Trinity.  

18th July; We pray for all those 

people looking forward to 

summer holidays and pray for a 

time of recreation and renewal. 

Pray for Deacon Jane Gibson 

and Ormesby  

25th July; We pray for all those 

ministers who are moving Circuits 

over the next few weeks and for 

their families. Pray for Hayley 

Liversidge and Linthorpe Road  

1st August; We pray for the work 

of Live at Home and for Action for 

Children. Pray for Rev Susan 

Greenwood and Nunthorpe  

8th August; We pray for those who 

are new to the faith, especially 

anyone in our churches, that we 

may offer them a true experience 

of a Christian family. Pray for Rev 

Len Karn and Stainton  

15th August; We pray for the work 

done by Elaine McIntosh and 

Julie Chapman at our Circuit 

Office and our Resource Centre 

and for David Everitt who looks 

after our Circuit Website.  

22nd  August; We pray for those 

people receiving examination 

results at this time, and for those 

who have achieved their hopes 

that their celebrations may be 

enriched, and those who are 

disappointed that they may be 

comforted. Pray for Matt Conant.  

29th August; We pray for the new 

Methodist Year that through the 

coming months we may all feel 

guided and inspired by the 

power of the Holy Spirit. Pray for 

Rev Ruth Gee and the Darlington 

District  
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Itõs a familiar saying that 

time goes so quickly and I 

guess the busier we are, 

the quicker it seems to go.  

I am always amazed when 

we edit Memo at the 

amount of work being 

done in our churches and 

the circuit by so many busy 

people. We do have a very 

lively and hard working 

Circuit family, which I 

believe is all about fulfilling 

our Mission and answering 

Godõs calling in so many 

different ways.  

I am also in awe of people 

like David Everitt who does 

such an efficient job in 

keeping our Circuit website 

up to date so that even 

more people can advertise 

their events and that lots of 

people beyond our circuit 

and our area are able to 

see what we are about.  

I am certain that there are 

still events we donõt know 

about in our churches, 

both events that have 

happened and more 

importantly events which 

are going to happen in the 

future.  

Memo at its inception was 

about Methodist 

OUTBURSTS, the word says it 

all. Letõs use this publication 

and the website to share 

our excitement at the 

good news of Jesus and all 

he does for us and how we 

respond to that good 

news.  

Please keep the articles 

coming. Items for the next 

Memo to the Circuit Office 

please by  2nd August.  

 

Dave Elliott on behalf of Bill 

Teasdale and Jim Neesam. 

The Editorial Team.  
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Avenue The Avenue, Linthorpe TS5 6PA 

Eston Grange Corner of Churchill Road and Fabian Road TS6 9PP 

Grove Hill 422 Marton Road  TS4 2PT (entrance on Farndale Rd) 

Linthorpe Road 54 Borough Road TS1 2JH 

Marton The Grove, Marton TS7 8AB 

Normanby Corner of Cleveland Street and Patten Street TS6 0LW 

Nunthorpe Corner of Connaught Road and Marton Moor Road    
TS7  0BP 

Ormesby Corner of Pritchett Road and High Street, Ormesby    
TS3 0NQ 

Stainton Meldyke Lane TS8 9AU 

Trinity Stainsby Road, off Acklam Road TS5 4JS 

C H URCH   A DD R ESSES  

DEADLINE FOR NEXT EDITION OF 
MEMO  

 All material should be with the Circuit 
Office  (or the Editors) by 2nd August  

 

 COLLATION OF MEMO 
Will take place at the Circuit Office on  

24th August from 9.30 am.     
 

Come along and help - refreshments provided,  
good conversations had!  Thank you.  
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FRESH EXPRESSIONS DIARY  
A FRIENDSHIP GROUP ð OPEN TO ALL  

Bible Studies 
Monday 14th June,  
Tuesday 13th July,   

24 Cleveland Close, 
        Ormesby  8.00pm 
             contact Huw 
 

Pub Quiz  
General Knowledge 

The Apple Tree 
The Derby Marton 

1st June, 6th July,3rd August,  
 

Forbidden Corner,  
near Leyburn 

19th June 12noon 
Bring a picnic, fun at Forbidden Cor-

ner, followed by ice cream at  
Brymore Farm. 

 

Blackpool Trip  
2nd June 10:30am 

Meet in Coral Island 
Car Park 

Contact Ian 
 

Camping 
Near Leyburn, 18thð20th June 

Campsite TBA 
Contact Liz 

 
 

Planning Meeting 
24th June 

At Brian and Lizôs 
contact Liz 01642 592238/07752 
503196 
 

Family Day Out 
Brimham Rocks nr Summerbridge  

27th July, 11am meet  
Brimham Rockôs Car 

Park, bring a picnic, tea 
later in Patley Bridge 

Contact Liz 01642 
592238  

 

Camping near Whitby 
6th - 8th August 

Campsite ï Beacon 
Farm 

contact Liz 01642 
592238/07752 503196 

 

Summer Garden Party 
  EVERYONE welcome, especially 
other people around the circuit who 
would like to see what and who we 

are!! 
28th August 2pm 

The Manse, Cleveland Close 

contact Liz 01642 592238/07752 
503196 

 

Main Contact Details 
Events: Liz Milburn on 01642 592238 or 07752 503196 liz.milburn@gmail.com 

 Ian & Jayne Brady on 01642 657260  brady.mail@ntlworld.com 

Bible Studies: Rev Huw Sperring 01642 515522 huw.sperring@btinternet.com 
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Dear Friends, 
 

As I reflect on the last year or so in the life of the Circuit I re-

joice and celebrate.  So much has been achieved since we adopted our 

new Mission Policy last June.  I think it will be really good at the Cir-

cuit Meeting on 25th May to hear reports on progress made this year.  I 

often marvel at the passion and commitment that is clear to see in this 

Circuit.  A heartfelt thank you to all of you who give yourselves whole-

heartedly to this great mission that God has called us to: 

 

To Love Christ, To Grow in Christ,  

To Show Christôs Love, To Make Christ Known. 

 

 A particular thank you to the Circuit officers and staff who work 

together so well for the sake of Godôs work in the Circuit.  Especially I 

would like to thank Joan Sivills as she comes to the end of her time as 

Circuit Steward.  Joan ï we wish you well for the next phase of your 

ministry.  

 

 As a Circuit, we seem to be growing into our vision to be óa con-

nected community, united in Christ, in the pursuit of our common mis-

sionô.  I hope that our sense of connectedness grows yet further over the 

coming weeks and months through the events that have been arranged 

to help deepen our fellowship. Firstly, there is the Circuit Service on 

27th June in which we will be prayerfully remembering Lawrence Law 

who is being ordained in Southampton that day.  Well done Lawrence ï 

go with our love.  Secondly, there is the Circuit Fun Day on 3rd July 

which promises to be a great day for fellowship and fun.  Please partici-

pate as fully as you are able in these events. 

 

 I am now preparing to begin my sabbatical and so would like to 

hand the writing baton over to Rosemary for the next issue.   

 

See you all in September.   

Much love and God bless, 

    Martin  

The Superintendentôs Letter 
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NETWORK 
 

Circuit Network Meeting  
 

Friday     25 June  2.00pm Normanby 

Speaker:  Mrs Celia Shires 
 

No meetings during July/August 
 

District Network Events 
 

Tuesday 13 July 

Presidentôs Evening at Sedgefield Methodist Church at 7pm. 

 

This will be a charity fashion show where all the models will have 

bought their outfit, on a theme of their choice, from a charity shop. 

Please come and join in the fellowship, the entertainment and the 

worship.  All women in the Church are welcome, especially those 

who are unable to get to day time meetings. 

 

Advance notice 

It has been decided to hold the Brockley Hall Conference as a week-

end event this year.  Dates are Sat/Sun 30/31 October 2010.  Please 

book the date. 
 

More Network News 
 

Following recent restructuring within Methodism, Womenôs Net-

work has been through a consultation process looking at new ways 

of working.   

After careful consideration of all the feedback, the Connexional 

Womenôs Network Committee voted to accept a proposal to launch 

a new movement incorporating Womenôs Network and the British 

Unit of World Federation of Methodist and Uniting Church 

Women called Methodist Women in Britain (WMiB)   

Work is ongoing in the formation of this new movement and it is  
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DO YOU SING IN TUNE? 
 

Browsing through a new Anglican hymn book óAnglican 

Hymns Old and Newô at our local Parish Church, I read this in 

the preface: 

 

óJohn Wesley would have added that those 

who sing out of tune also pray twiceðas 

this quotation from a lecture of 1862 con-

firms. 

 

One good man sang out of tune to the defence of Mr 

Wesleyôs  

delicate ear.  

ñGeorgeò he said ñYou donôt sing in tuneò. 

The man stopped but soon began again, the rebuke was 

repeated. 

ñPlease Sir, I sing with my heartò was the sufficient re-

ply. 

ñThen sing on said Mr  Wesleyò. 
 

May we always sing with our hearts, to the Glory of God. 

 

Doug Gibson 
 

produced a bright and colourful montage featuring 

three elephants in the Maharajaõs procession. We are 

all extremely proud that the childrenõs work was sub-

sequently displayed at the V&A Museum in London 

and they were given the opportunity to go on a trip to 

London to see their artwork in the exhibition!  



28 

ACTION FOR CHILDREN  

Fostering Middlesbrough  
 

Linda Baynes has taken over as Interim  

Manager at Fostering Middlesbrough follow-

ing the departure of Donal Mullaly who has taken a 

job closer to his home in Leeds. Linda has over 30 

years experience in social work and has worked as a 

Senior Foster Care Practitioner at the project for the 

past seven years. With all her knowledge and experi-

ence she will be a great asset in her new role.  

 

The fostering project is currently at full capacity with 

23 sets of carers all looking after children. We have re-

cently advertised across the region for more foster 

carers. You may have seen the recent adverts in the 

Evening Gazette. This has resulted in lots of enquiries 

coming through which is keeping the team busy. The 

project has, up until now, specialised in finding foster 

care placements for children and young people with 

particularly challenging behaviours or from difficult 

backgrounds. We are currently in the process of re-

structuring the service in order to meet local demand 

for dual or sibling placements.  

 

The children at the project recently 

took part in the latest ôArt Mattersõ 

course, which encourages children 

and young people to get in touch with 

their creative side. The theme was 

ôMaharaja: the Splendour of Indiaõs Royal courts.õ Dur-

ing a number of workshops the children at the project 
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due to be fully launched in 2011. 

 

The aim of MWiB is to know Christ and make him known, 

encouraging, enabling and equipping women to participate fully in 

the life of the Church and in society, supporting the Church to 

become truly the whole people of God. 

 

MWiB encourages women to develop creative Christian spirituality 

and practical social action in a global context. 

 

More information can be found on the web sites: 

www.wfedmeth.pwp.blueyonder.co.uk 

Go to ñDraft Foundation Documentò to see the ñMethodist Women 

in Britain - Aims and Objectives.ò 

www.methodist.org.uk/womensnetwork and go to ñFrequently 

asked questionsò to find out more about Womenôs Network. 

 

Please contact me if you would like more details on a paper copy. 

 

There will be no change to the way Network currently operates in 

local Churches, Circuit and District, but it is hoped that some of the 

work of the new movement will be done through a website and this 

will enable women who have never belonged to a traditional 

womenôs group to participate. 

 

More information will be available in due course. 

Kath Smithies 

Circuit Network Secretary 

EASTER OFFERING  
 

The Circuit total for the Easter offering envelopes 

was £730.40 (total at time of printing) 
 

Thanks to all who have contributed. 

Cynthia Brennan (EO Secretary)  



6 

AVENUE  
Our Easter weekend at Avenue began with a joint 

Passover meal with Trinity held at Trinity Methodist 

Church.  Everyone there agreed it was a very enjoyable 

evening but also a very moving evening.  Our Good 

Friday service was held at 12noon outside the front 

door of Avenue Methodist Church and there were 

twenty people there.  We also caught the attention of 

passing members of the public no doubt making them 

wonder why we were there and maybe giving a little 

thought to Easter.   Our Easter Sunday morning service 

was led jointly by our minister Rev. 

Rosemary Nash and our own Local 

Preacher Martyn Laverick in a Church 

decorated with lots of flowers and singing 

that almost raised the roof. 

 

We held a Coffee Morning on 20th March which was 

well attended and raised money for church funds.  Our 

next coffee morning is our Strawberry Coffee Morning 

on Saturday 17th July 10.00am - 12noon and everyone 

is welcome. 

Pam Laverick 
 

NUNTHORPE 
Our lent services considered the ñI amò sayings of 

Jesus in Johnôs gospel. Each was represented by a 

symbol which remained in church as a display over 

Easter. 

I am the bread of life----- bread 

I am the vine you are the branches -----   Vine leaves 

I am the way -----   Road made of Pebbles 

I am the light of the world ------ Lantern 

I am among you as one who serves ------- wash basin 

and towel 
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AVENUE METHODIST CHURCH  

THE AVENUE, LINTHORPE, 

MIDDLESBROUGH  
 
 

STRAWBERRY 
COFFEE  

MORNING 
 

SATURDAY 17th JULY2010 

10.00am ï 12noon 

   Cake stall, Book stall,  

  Other stalls & 

Refreshments 

PRAYER DIARY.  
 

Please note the daily prayer diary will appear again 

in the next Memo. Julie Chapman has no longer time 

to compile this very worthwhile prayer guide, due to 

pressure of work, so I will be taking it over. I would, on 

your behalf, say a very sincere thank you to Julie for 

the thought and effort she has given to the Diary .       
                                                                    

                                                                       Dave Elliott.  
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did. I couldnôt see a thing, just placing one foot 
beneath the other as we descended.  

When we reached the end of the first ladder there was 
another roped to it, and so we went down ladder after 

ladder. At the bottom Joe produced a torch and we 
groped our way along a long low rock faced corridor 

occasionally coming to a gaping hole in the floor with 
only a plank to bridge it. At one of these, instead of a 

plank, there was a rope dangling down into the depth. 
Joe shinned down this suggesting that I follow him 

down. When I swung to a standstill beside him we 
were in another corridor similar to the one we had just 

left. It went on past similar gaping holes in the floor 

until we reached another rope dangling into the depth.  
 

 At the bottom of this he shone his torch upwards. We 
were in a huge cathedral - like space. He explained that 

when the men were mining lead they created corridors 
one beneath the other and then blasted the floors 

between them to create this huge cave. On the 
way down he had shown me crevices in 

the rock face all wet and slimy, some had 
tiny footprints etched in the clay where 

children had been squeezed in to chip out 
the lead. And in another were bits of clay pipes 

dropped by some of the miners.  
As we made our way out of this dark subterranean 

cathedral we emerged into daylight among a jumble of 

rocks at the mouth of a cave, hundreds of feet below 
our entrance point.  

 
That experience created a bond between Joe and I. My 

life had literally been in his hands and he had guided 
me safely through. He was a lovely man for whom I 

had the greatest respect.  
Len Karn  
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The vine was made with string and vine leaves made from 

paper; it started at the altar and spread along every pew 

returning back to the altar. It therefore embraced 

everyone in the church. 

 

 On Good Friday 2009 a walk of witness was held where 

a cross was carried through the streets from Nunthorpe to 

Marton for a joint service held at Marton. It was decided to 

continue with the walk this year and St Andrewôs URC asked to 

join us. 

 

This year the cross was carried from Marton to St Andrewôs 

picking up church members who wished to join the walk and 

then to Nunthorpe for a joint service. There are photographs of 

the walk on the Nunthorpe church website. 

 

The service included a combined choir from St Andrewôs, 

Stainton, Marton and Nunthorpe. The choir sang óGod So Loved 

the Worldô. 

 

We hope the walk of Witness and the joint service will continue 

to grow and possibly include more churches in the locality next 

year. 

 

Next year (2011) is our church buildingôs 50th 

anniversary and events are being planned to 

celebrate it. The events planned so far are 

listed on the church website 

www.nunthorpemethodist.co.uk and as further events are firmed 

up they will be added to the list. 

 

Our previous minister the Rev Helen Jobling was our guest 

preacher for Mission in Britain. She told us about her work in a 

multi racial community in Birmingham. 

John Parratt  

http://www.nunthorpemethodist.co.uk/
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NEWS FROM THE CHURCHES -  CONTINUED    

LINTHORPE ROAD  
Thank  you to all who attended the Prayers and Pancakes on 

Shrove Tuesday. 

 

We enjoyed an inspiring Easter-tide  with inspirational services 

on Palm Sunday, Maundy Thursday and Easter Day. 

On Maundy Thursday we shared fellowship with our friends  

from Gove Hill and enjoyed a Seder Meal. 

 

Some of our future special events are a return visit from 

Abingdon Road School Steel Band on Monday 21st June at 

2pm.  Tickets are £3.50 each and include a Strawberry Tea. 

 

A car Treasure Hunt is being arranged for Saturday afternoon 

26th June from 1.30pm until 4pm (ish). 

 

A date is being finalised for a concert by the Mosaic 

Choir on a Saturday in July.  Further details and 

information can be obtained from George Gibson 

Tel 01642 814848 or from Shirley Teasdale 

01642 885880. 

 

We need the names and telephone numbers of anyone who 

would be willing to lead the Thursday Lunchtime fellowship 

12.10 to 12.30pm.  We will continue to meet each Thursday and 

it is becoming more and more difficult to keep this going so if 

you can assist us please give me a call, Bill Teasdale 01642 

885880.  I look forward to hearing from you.  

 

To our friends around the circuit we trust you will have an 

enjoyable, refreshing summer holiday. Best wishes from all at 

Linthorpe Road Church.                                         

                                  Bill Teasdale                                                                                
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He had a very colourful and productive allotment just 

up the lane next to the car park, and further up, an 
old garage that was home to a vintage Rover car, his 

pride and joy. He replaced it during my time with a 
more recent model a two tone green Rover 80. A few 

years later I bought an identical model so at times 

both were parked outside his cottage, like twins. 
Although I kept it in immaculate condition both inside 

and out, it could never match his. My garage 
mechanic would lift the bonnet and quip that he 

would have to put his white overall on so as not to 
mark it.  

 
They had lived in the village for many years, their 

lives woven into the fabric of the 
community. As a young man Joe worked 

down an old lead mine up on the moor 
top, mining fluorspar for use in the steel 

making process. He had since driven a 
milk lorry, ferrying supplies from local farms to a 

distant dairy.  

They both had a deep, genuine faith that coloured 
their everyday lives in an unostentatious way.  

 
In my early association with them, Joe drove me all 

round the surrounding moors introducing me to the 
scattered members of my congregation. He also gave 

me an insight into his early working life. One summer 
day, suitably dressed in old clothes we walked up to 

the moor top. We came to a square patch of heather 
roughly fenced off in the middle of which was a 

wooden trap door. Joe lifted this to 
reveal a black hole and the top of an 

old ladder. He started to climb down 
encouraging me to follow suit. It was 

one of the most trusting things I ever 
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 Moorland Miner  
 

One of the delights of living in northwest Durham was 

the opportunity to retreat into the wild moor - land 
fells of the north Pennines. Nestling among its folds is 

the old monastic settlement of Blanchland.  
 

I first drove into it on a Lambretta 

scooter in the autumn of 1962. It 
was the first and coldest of many 

visits, but I was soon made to feel at 
home in the warm welcome of my hosts, Joe and his 

wife  Margy . Their end of terrace cottage, just across 
the top square from the village school, was always off 

the latch for visitors. Inside, the furnishings and 
fittings were simple and modest, arranged to give a 

homely, comfortable feel to any who crossed the 
threshold.  

 
Margy was short, round faced, homely and 

accommodating. She never seemed flustered and 
brought a quiet common sense approach to 

everything.  She was not robust and often in pain, 

though few would know it. She didnôt believe in 
burdening others with her woes. She did her own 

baking and was an excellent cook, so the 
aroma of freshly baked bread or scones 

was often the first thing that assailed 
your senses.  

 
Joe was slightly built with a weather -beaten though 

sallow complexion and dark curly hair. He was a true 
countryman able to put his hand to many things yet 

living in constant wonder at the beauty of the 
landscape of which he was a part.  
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GROVE HILL  
Looking back 

We celebrated St. Valentine`s day with a dinner, the  proceeds 

going to our development fund, then 3 days later we were very 

busy making pancakes at the Shrove Tuesday eventðmaking 

full use of our modern kitchen. Sadly the dinner to be held in 

our Church in aid of Action for Children was cancelled due to 

lack of interest. 

 

Mothering Sunday found us with a packed church as we cele-

brated our first infant baptism, with all the ladies being given a 

bunch of daffodils. 

 

Easter Sunday was a wonderful day of celebration with early 

morning communion, followed by breakfast, then seeing the 

stark wooden cross decorated as the congregation brought for-

ward Spring flowers during the morning service. The results of 

the talent scheme (£616) were dedicated. 

 

The cross had been in the room window facing Mar-

ton Road for two weeks, with a spotlight on at dusk, 

hopefully prompting people to remember the true mean-

ing of Easter as they passed by. 

 

Looking forward 

How time flies! We are now preparing to celebrate the church`s 

first anniversary in the re-developed building with Rev. Rose-

mary Nash as our preacher, and a ham salad lunch after the 

morning service. 

Our best wishes go to Susan Pattinson as she plans to celebrate 

her 60th birthday with a party in the church hall. 

 

There will be three table-top sales (June 12th, July 

3rd, August 7th) Anybody wishing to book a table at 

£5 each please contact Dave Elliott. 




